The purpose of this study is to see the contribution of using learning journal in a tutorial of the subjects Professional Competencies Improvement (PKP) in the S1 program PGPAUD-UT. This research was conducted in 2015 at Serpong District from Jakarta branch, Indonesia Open University, with respondents nine students at semester 7th of early childhood education program (ECEP), which join PKP guidance in one group. The research method is descriptive qualitative. The results of the research are the use of learning journals is beneficial to know the factors that affect the mastery of PKP by students. These factors are perseverance in studying the PKP guidebook, curiosity, frequency of asking, presentation in the tutorial, and explanation by tutor/supervisor. This research recommends that PKP supervisors can develop various alternative ways to communicate well with students by utilizing the latest technological developments.
INTRODUCTION
Currently, teachers are required to improve their professionalism in teaching.
One of the subjects that must be taken by ECEP students in the semester 7 th is Professional Competencies Improvement (PCI) course which is expected to be a scaffolding for students to improve their learning in their class through class action research.
Based on preliminary observation of the students who join the tutorial of PKP course, PKP course is enough to be a 'burden' for students, because this subject asks the students to make improvements in their learning classes, and then write the results of the development of learning in the form of research reports. Most students in tutorial feel 'stress' when knowing is required to do research and then make a research report.
Although theoretically, the students have received the classroom action research course, when asked to practice and write down the improvement of learning in the research reports, many students still feel very difficult. The ability to research and write the results of research improvements learning is essential for teachers so that when it becomes a graduate will be accustomed to doing research improvements learning and make research reports according to the scientific method. If the ability in this
International Journal of Emerging Issues in Early Childhood Education (IJEIECE) Vol. 1, No. 1, May 2019, pp. 37-45 38 research is minimal, the quality of learning in its class will not increase because the teacher taught in the usual way. increase student motivation to learn, especially if the tutorial activity is able to stimulate the competition academic health among students, and (7) Trigger, spur, and familiarize students for autonomous learning; therefore, the tutorial should be able to pave the way for students to perform activities.
This can be done by creating conducive conditions, i.e. conditions, environments, and assessments that foster a desire for learning (Holmberg, 1995 , in Wardani, 2005 Based on Table 1 , it can be seen that all students feel successful in making improvements, although the intensity is different. Some students feel less satisfied and want to improve it again; there are also who are confident because the performance of the children in his class look better (for the aspect he studied) than children from other classes after the improvement of learning. All students provide reasons for changes and improvements to the child's performance after research, such as:
answering questions, interested in activities, neat in coloring and cutting, reading words, discipline in disposing of garbage, cooperating with other children, and so on.
Based on the students' opinion, it can be seen that there is a significant change in the students between before and after classroom action research.
How to Understand the PCI Material
Students also explain the ways in which to more easily understand the material, which can be summarized in the table 2. The answers in Table 2 
